
Tributes pour in

as Tutu set to

leave public life
•He is a great

son of the soil,

the voice of the

voiceless•

Aziz Hartley

GLOWING tributes have 

followed the planned withdrawal

from public life of

Nobel Peace laureate and Archbishop

Emeritus Desmond
Tutu on his 79th birthday
on October 7.

Retired Black Sash leader

Mary Burton, who served with 

Tutu on the TRC, said: •He was

a wonderful champion and

leader of the TRC. He is an

inspiring leader of our society 

with prophetic vision of care

for the poorest and the vulnerable.

He does not hesitate to

speak his mind on controversial

issues.•

was honoured with a Nobel
Peace Prize,• Zllle said. 

•South Mrican leaders in

all fields have been patbfinders
for the world. Archbishop Tutu 
is among the very best. May he

and his beloved wife, Leah,

enjoy peace and privacy in

their retirement.• 

ANC spokesman Brian 
Sokutu said Tutu was at the 

coalface of the struggle against 

apartheid and stood out at a

time when few religious leaders

wanted to associate themselves

with the liberation struggle.

•True to his culture he

never minced his words in supporting

campaigns to end

decades of apartheid rule. We
wish him all the best. We
shall miss his sense of humour
even if he deals with serious 

issues,• Sokutu said.

ID leader Patricia de Lille 

said: •What has made Tutu special

is the fact that he has 

always been unafraid to speak

his mind and stand for justice,

even after 1994 he had a fearlessness

that has often 

attracted considerable ire from

some quarters.•

Archbishop Emeritus 
Njongonkulu Ndungane
praised Tutu for his unflinchmg

commitment to the struggle

for justice: •We salute Archbishop

Desmond Tutu. He is a 

great son of the soil • the voice

of the voiceless.•

Ndungane, who succeeded 
Tutu in 2008, said he had been a

beacon of hope durmg a •very

difficult• time (apartheid): •We
thank God for his courage, for

his passion and, most importantly,

for his love for people.

His was the kind of voice we 

needed in a most critical time.•

Former UDF patron Allan 

Boesak said Tutu had such a

huge presence in South
African public life that it was

hardly imaginable that he 

would retire soon. 

aziz.hartley@inl.co.za

HIGHER SERVICE: Bishop Kenneth Oram of Grahamstown, the most senior Anglican bishop

of Cape Town in St George•s Cathedral on September 7, 1986. He was the first black African

in southern Africa. He retired a decade later.
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